
In 1948, Young Radiator Company of Racine, 
Wisconsin announced the purchase of the 
dormant Atlas Imperial Diesel plant. 
Fred M. Young founded Young Radiator in 1927.  
Young started his career as a design engineer 
and held over 100 patents for heat transfer, ra-
diator and cooling products. 

The plant was extensively up-
dated and production began 
on September 27, 1948.  The 
first finished products were 
12 engine jack water coolers 
that were shipped to the oil 
fields of Pennsylvania. 

The plant made a modest 11,600 square 
foot addition in 1953 and in 1967 made a 
substantial plant expansion of 52,000 
square feet.  At the time of the 1967 ex-
pansion there were approximately 270 
employees producing radiators for trucks, 
tractors, power units, gas and diesel en-
gines, aftercoolers and transformer oil 
coolers. 

Throughout the years, the plant was beset by labor 
issues which resulted in a 50 day strike in 1974 and a 
9 month strike in 1977. 
On March 9, 1986 the plant was struck again and af-
ter 8 months the company announced plans to move 
the plant equipment to a vacant lawn mower plant in 
Lexington, Tennessee. 


