The telegraph was invented in 1844 and by the time of the Civil War, telegraph lines
crisscrossed the nation.

Both armies were quick to embrace the telegraph to communicate swiftly and accurately. No
longer did commanders at all levels have to rely on runners, dispatch riders and carrier

pigeons to get their messages through.

At the beginning of the war, the War Department was using commercial telegraph services and a War Department clerk would
have to stand in line at the Washington D. C. central station like everyone else. In short order, a telegraph center was installed
at the War Department building, across the street from the White House. The U S Military Telegraph Corps was set up to handle
this telegraph traffic. President Lincoln would frequently walk across the street to visit the telegraph office, as all war dispatch-
es came through the center.

The war saw the implementation of
portable telegraph machines and
specially equipped telegraph wag-
ons. A field telegraph could be set
up anywhere a wire could be run.
Over the course of the war, the

| Military Telegraph Corps strung

. over 15,000 miles of telegraph ca-
ble and employed over 1,200 tele-
graph operators.

Lincoln would often communicate directly with his com-
manders in the field and suggest strategy via the War
Department telegraph. During crucial campaigns, Lincoln
would stay at the telegraph office and often sleep there on
a cot that had been installed for him. During the course | |
of the war, Lincoln adopted the habit of visiting the tele- |
graph center every night to read the days wire traffic.
During his presidency, Lincoln sent over 1,000 telegrams.
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