
DEPARTMENT STORES Dry Goods stores were the fore-
runner to what we today consid-
er to be department 

There were several early Dry Goods stores that within a few 
years identified themselves as Department Stores: 
Cockendolpher & Co       1628 Broadway 1897 
Cokendolpher & Co Department Store 1603 Broadway 1907 
Custer Dry Goods        1815 Broadway  1902 
G M Custer Department Store   1919 Western  1904 
Bower & Schulhoff Dry Goods   1609 Broadway 1900 
Bower & Schulhoff Department Store 1609 Broadway 1907 
Thompson Brothers Dry Goods   1628 Broadway 1904 
Thompson & Bratton       1611 Broadway  1909 

There were several early years Dry Goods Stores that over time, faded 
away, as Department Stores and Variety Stores began to flourish. 
Rutherford's Dry Goods Western Avenue  1863 
Cunningham, Allen & Abel 2nd & Broadway  1864 
Frank Kern      1501 Broadway   1869 
Alshuler Dry Goods   24 E Broadway   1876 
Moseley & Son     6 W Broadway   1876 
Shaw & Jarard    20 E Broadway   1886 
George M Buck    1705 Broadway  1887 
J S Cunningham    12 W Broadway  1887 
Globe Dry Goods    20 W Broadway  1894 
Boston Store     10 W Broadway  1895 

The beginning of the 20th Century saw several stores open as 
Department Stores from the start: 
Wolf's Department Store    1524 Broadway 1898 
Mattoon Department Store   1501 Broadway  1902 
Sawin-Jones Department Store  1705 Broadway 1908 
Vandewaters' Department Store 1716 Broadway  1908 

Emerson Young and his brother-in-law, Joseph Heiman bought 
the Carp Dry Goods store at 1702 Broadway in 1931 and reo-
pened it as Young’s Department Store.  Young had worked with 
his father who owned 3 department stores in Missouri. 
In 1931, Young bought the Schlichler Furniture Store building at 
1614 Broadway and the remodeled store soon became a landmark 
on Broadway.  The store featured an elevator with an operator 
and the much remembered vacuum tube money changing system. 
Joseph Hieman died in 1952 and Emerson Young assumed full 
ownership of the store.  When Young died in 1972, his wife, Alice 
continued to operate the store and hired Alan Imhoff as manag-
er.  Eventually their son David operated the store. 
The store closed in 1982, citing increased retail pressure. 

Bergner’s of Mattoon opened at 1713 Broad-
way in 1945 and in 1947 Myers Brothers 
opened at 1705 Broadway. 
Bergner’s would close in 1955, but returned to 
Mattoon in 1981 with a store at the Cross 
County Mall. 
Myers Brothers would remain on Broadway un-
til moving to the mall in 1971. 


