CENTRAL ILLINOIS
PUBLIC SERVICE COVMIPANY

The Central Illinois Public Service Company, which today is part of Ameren, began in
Mattoon in 1901 as the Mattoon City Railway Company.

Before 1901, the city had 3 separate lighting plants, the Mattoon Heat, Light and
Power Company, the Mattoon Gas, Light and Coke Company and the City Lighting
Plant. In 1901, E A Potter purchased both the Mattoon Heat, Light and Power and
the Mattoon Gas, Light and Coke and rolled them together as MHLP operating under
the umbrella of the Mattoon City Railway Company.

TTOON
S DUE T0 EXPANSION|
— ma Following a bankruptcy and receivership, the company was reorganized and capital-
""’R’:‘Zﬂ::?‘ﬁ'ﬁ?lﬁc s~ | ized as The Central Illinois Public Service Company. Both lighting plants were com-
vies Geunpasy . bined and in 1912 CIPS purchased the Clearwater Water Works business.

In those early years, CIPS also furnished piped
superheated hot water heat to many businesses
and residences through the former MHLP heating
plant. They also continued to operate the Mattoon
City Railway Company.

By the early 1920's, CIPS headquartered in Mattoon was providing elec- |
tricity and gas to 65 towns and villages and beginning to shed their other
satellite businesses to focus on electric and gas expansion.

CIPS sold the Clearwater business to the City of Mattoon Water Depart-
ment in 1936.

In 1927, CIPS abandoned the Streetcars but continued to run the city
bus line until 1931, when it was sold to a private concern.
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By 1928, CIPS had ’raken over all of the Avey Building. The ground floor was largely devoted to marketing
appliances and services.

The Corporate offices had been moved to k. é‘ 'Z,.

Springfield, Illinois in 1921, to put those offices : W

clzser? to the geographic cen‘rerl'D of the company's B Amer 8”
expanding service area, as well as to be at the

heart of regulatory and policy decision making. In 1995, it was announced that Union Electric,
Mattoon remained the division headquarters for based in St. Louis and CIPS would merge forming
East Central Illinois. the Ameren Company.




